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As a busy summer for 
all of  us draws to a 

close, there are so many things 

I’d like to mention, not the 
least of  which was another very 
successful Home Tour event! 

But more than anything, I’d 
like to share some news about a 
very dear friend, past President 
and Chairman of  NCHBA and 
BNCW, Dustin Christensen, 
owner of  Tonka Landshaping 
and Excavation.

Dustin has been an active 
member of  our community 
for many years, in addition 
to his years of  service to our 
organization, Dustin has 
also served several years on 
the board of  directors for the 
Building Industry Association 
of  Washington. (At the 
request of  local leaders), he 
has served as President of  the 
Greater Wenatchee Regional 
Events Center Public Facilities 
District, a church elder, a small 
group leader, a husband, and 
a father. 

He and his wife Julee have 
served as foster parents to many 
children here over the years. So 
it may come as a surprise to 
many that Dustin has battled 
Cystic Fibrosis since he was 
a child; a progressive, genetic 
disease that causes persistent 
lung infections and limits the 

ability to breathe over time.
This summer has been 

particularly challenging for 
Dustin and his family who 
are building a new home to 
meet their changing needs and 
getting their current home 
ready to sell. 

Early in the summer, Dustin 
developed a persistent infection 
that, when coupled with the 
heat and smoke that filled 
our valley for several weeks, 
took a heavy toll on Dustin’s 
health and ability to continue 
working. 

Being a person, like many of  
us, much more accustomed to 
lending a hand than asking for 
one, Dustin lamented during 
a visit a few weeks ago, how 
difficult it was to be stuck in 
little room with an air purifier 
while everyone else was busy 
working. 
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Building North 
Central Washington 
is a nonprofit trade 
association dedicated 
to promoting and 
protecting the North 
Central Washington 
building industry 
for the preservation 
and growth of the 
local economy, small 
business and quality 
of life.

LOCATED AT:
2201 N. Wenatchee Ave.
Wenatchee, WA 98801

PHONE: (509) 293-5840

FAX: (509) 665-6669

Email us for more 
information:
Info@BuildingNCW.org

Visit us online at:
www.BuildingNCW.org

BNCW MEMBER MESSENGER CONTENT PROVIDED BY BUILDING NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON

To view each of our valued member company’s complete profile, we invite you 
to visit BNCW’s website at www.BuildingNCW.org and click on the membership 
directory tab. Thank you!

n People Ready
 Rachel Beardslee 
 509-662-1404

n Talos Construction   
 LLC 
 Travis Hibbard  
 206-819-4600

n American Plumbing  
 LLC
 Matt Jaramillo 
 509-630-0026

For more information about becoming a 
BNCW member, please contact Membership 
Development Specialist Sarah Daggett at 
(509) 293-5840. We look forward to sharing with you 
the benefits of membership!

MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
Renewing Members This Month

WELCOME NEW BNCW MEMBERS!

Thank You to the following valued renewing members 
this month. We’re extremely grateful to each of  you for 
your continued membership, involvement and support! 

n	A1 Asbestos, LLC – 5 years
n	Anytime Restoration LLC – 3 years
n	A-Team Construction – 2 years
n	Berkshire Hathaway Home Services – Jessup  
 Real Estate – 2 years
n	Central Washington Concrete – 10 years
n	Columbia Crane – 5 years
n	Columbia River Steel – 7 years

n	Fiddler Fencing – 3 years

n	G.W.A.T.A. – 7 years

n	Guild Mortgage – 4 years

n	JLW Custom Concrete, Inc. – 16 years

n	McDonald Building, LLC – 21 years

n	NCW Economic Development – 7 years

n	Pape Material Handling – 12 years

n	Precision Water Jet, Inc. – 12 years

n	Riverway Contractors – 21 years

n	Sadler Construction, Inc. – 21 years

n	Skyline Networks, LLC – 6 years

n	Trinity Inflatables – 9 years

n	Two Rivers Sand & Gravel – 7 years

n	Wenatchee Upholstery – 2 years

n	Windermere Real Estate/NCW – 2 years

n	WV Chamber of  Commerce – 12 years
CONCRETE

S A N D

GRAVEL

886-4853
5515 Enterprise Drive

E. Wenatchee

886-1070
400 Parkway Drive

Rock Island

Billing: 662-6375

• Ready Mixed Concrete
• Sand & Gravel
• Crushed Rock
• Concrete Supplies & Blocks
• 3 Locations to Serve You

“We are creating a team of highly skilled 
people working safely to build long-term 
relationships with our customers and 
communities.  Integrity, superior quality, 
and exceptional service will continue to 
be the foundation of our future.”

Gold Construction Inc.

Call now for new 
construction and 

remodeling

509-663-4946 www.goldconstruction.org
GOLDCI*077NO

Serving the 
Wenatchee 
Valley for 
38 years

Randy Gold

Powder Coating & Metal Fabrication!

• Railing
• Beam Bracketry

• CNC Plasma Cutting
• Patio Furniture

• Certified Welding • Wheels

509-663-9080 • www.cascadepowdercoating.com

Wenatchee
3500 State Highway 97A 
509-884-2934

Sales     •   Service        •       Rental

Leavenworth
509.548.5829

Cle Elum
509.674.0777

Design Center
509.548.0101

Wenatchee
509.663.5154

Chelan
509.682.1617

www.marsonandmarson.com

Building Relationships.
Building Projects. 
Building Materials.

From BNCW’s Chairman

COURTESY PHOTO

Dustin Christensen See Page 12
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BNCW is seeking members who have an 
interest in serving on the Association’s Board 
of  Directors. Specifically, BNCW is governed 
by a 15-member Board of  Directors, and is 
comprised of  members who are elected by the 
Association’s membership on an annual basis. 

Each director serves a four-year term, 
beginning in January, subsequent to his or her 
election. The business and affairs of  Building 
North Central Washington are managed under 
the direction of  the Board of  Directors. Here are 
a few of the more important duties our directors 
perform as members of  BNCW’s Board:
Board Responsibilities (in part) -

• Approves operating and capital budgets

• Represents the membership 
of  the association

• Understands issues facing the organization

• Ensures proper use of  assets

• Establishes short- and long-range 
organizational goals

• Establishes the policies 
governing the association

• Approves new members

• Fulfills fiduciary responsi-
bility to the membership

• Approves the long-range 
and strategic plan(s) of  the 
association

• Assures legal compliance 
with the bylaws of  the 
association

According to the BNCW 
bylaws, Chairman Lee 
Pfluger is currently preparing 

appointments to the BNCW Nominating 
Committee, who, in turn, will be seeking 
nominations from the membership to serve as 
directors, as well as those current directors who 
will serve as officers in 2019. A leadership ballot 
will be presented to our BNCW members in late 
October or early November – be watching for it and 
please be sure to cast your vote! 

If  you have an interest in serving the 
Association in this important role, and would 
like more information, please feel free to contact 
either Chairman Lee Pfluger at (509) 881-1530, 
or Marc Straub at (509) 293-5840. Directors 
meet monthly and terms are four years.
BNCW Seeking Annual Christmas Party & 
Auction Planning Committee Members!

This Annual event is a fun event and an 
enjoyable planning committee that, while 
typically smaller in size, is responsible for 
planning and executing a party that is enjoyed 

by many in the month of  December. 
We will be kicking-off  the planning effort 

with our initial committee meeting in the 
next few weeks. You can be as involved (or as 
little) as you wish and your schedule allows. 
Interested? Awesome! Please contact Lindsay 
Everhart at (509) 293-5840.
BNCW is Seeking 2019 Home Show 
Planning Committee Members!

The BNCW Home Show is NCW’s 
Premier Home Show! This is a high-visibility 
community event that provides member 
volunteers a unique opportunity to help plan 
and execute an event that is multi-faceted. 

The planning committee will be gearing up 
very soon and we would like to have you bring 
your creativity, enthusiasm and ideas to the 
table! Sound interesting? It is! Please contact 
Lindsay Everhart at (509) 293-5840 for more 
information!
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Dueling Data

“C onsumer 
confidence is by 
some measures 

at its highest level since 
10/2000. Unemployment is 
microscopic, pay is up, and 
GDP growth is strong. Yet 
housing slumps. Pending 
sales are down Y-o-Y for 
seven straight months, 
existing sales have fallen four 
months in a row, home price 
increases are slowing, as are 
starts, homebuilder share 
prices are struggling, and 
inventory looks to be finally 
bottoming. Rising prices are 
finally squeezing demand.”

Elliot F. Eisenberg, Ph.D.
GraphsandLaughs LLC

elliot@graphsandlaughs.net
Cell: 202.306.2731,  

www.econ70.com

From 
a different 
perspective

BNCW’s:

The 2018 BNCW and Sangster 
Motors Home Tour & Remodeling 
Expo was a great success! 

Once again, we wish to recognize 

this year’s participating Tour builders 
for their dedication to excellence! 

These builders worked diligently 
to keep their projects on schedule 
and to have their homes ready so 
that a few thousand attendees could 
enjoy this annual event!

Again, this year’s participating 
builders were: 

• Lange Construction LLC
• Lexar Homes
• One-Way Construction NW
• Sage Homes
• Village Life
• Wessman Construction
Congratulations to One-Way 

Construction NW with their 

beautiful and very unique container 
home entry up Tumwater Canyon 
for winning the People’s Choice 
award! For more award information, 
please visit www.BuildingNCW.org.

Once again, we wish to recognize 
and thank each of  our valued 
member sponsors; advertisers; and, 
our valued volunteers – including 
the Wenatchee Valley College 
Athletes and their coaches – for 
making this year’s event possible. 
We’re deeply grateful!

If  you missed this year’s Tour, 
be sure to go online at www.
BuildingNCW.org for a virtual tour 
of  this year’s homes!

24th Annual BNCW and Sangster Motors 
Home Tour & Remodeling Expo a Success!

BNCW Seeking Member Leaders for 2019!

BNCW sincerely appreciated 
the opportunity to once again 
partner with the Women’s 
Service League of NCW to assist 
them in collecting diapers, wipes, 
formula and cash during this 
year’s Home Tour. 

Thanks to the generosity of this 
year’s Tour attendees, WSLNCW 
was able to get a good head 
start on their Diaper Drive 2018, 

taking place on October 27’s 
Make A Difference Day!

Thank you Women’s Service 
League of North Central 
Washington for your involvement 
in this year’s BNCW and 
Sangster Motors Home Tour & 
Remodeling Expo! To learn more 
about WSLNCW’s upcoming 
Diaper Drive, visit their website 
at www.wslncw.org. 

Thank You Women’s Service League 
of North Central Washington

After the smoke cleared, Dustin 
was beginning to get back to work 
part-time, when a few days ago, he 
suffered cardiac arrest. Fortunately, 
first responders were able to revive 
and get him to the hospital quickly. 

Just hours ago, as I write this, 
Dustin awoke from the induced 
coma he was in for 48 hours. It 
is too early to know just what his 
prognosis is, but he has cleared the 
first hurdle! 

First and foremost, I ask that we 

all keep Dustin and his family in 
our prayers! 

Secondly, I humbly ask that 
anyone that may be able to help us 
help the Christensen family finish up 
and get settled into their new home 
and/or get their current home ready 
for the market and sold, to please 
contact Marc Straub at BNCW 
at (509) 293-5840, or myself  at  
(509) 881-1530 (preferably by text).

God Bless,
Lee Pfluger
2018 BNCW Chairman

From BNCW’s Chairman
Continued from Page 11
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Competing chefs were:
• Lisa Bee’s (Returning 2017 Champion)
• Visconti’s Italian Restaurant
• Bubba J’s Catering
• Inna’s Cuisine

Competing winery, brewery 
and cideries were:

• Millbrandt Vineyards
• Ryan Patrick
• Bellevue Brewing Company
• Bad Granny Hard Cider

250 guests sipped and sampled their way 
through all four pairings and – at the end 
of  the evening – voted on their favorites.  

Congratulations to our 
2018 BNCW Chefs on Tour 

winners! 
Lisa Bee’s – voted 2018 Best Chef

Bad Granny Hard Cider – voted 2018 
Best Beverage

Bubba J’s Catering

Bad Granny Hard Cider

Bellevue Brewing Company

Inna’s CuisineMillbrandt Vineyards Visconti’s Italian Restaurant Ryan Patrick

Once again, this year’s 6th Annual BNCW Chefs 
on Tour event was a sold-out success! Four chefs were 
paired up with one of  the four winery, brewery and 
cideries, all competing to be named the 2018 Champion! 

Thank you to all of  our participating 
chefs and beverage providers for a 

wonderful (and delicious) competition! 

Lisa Bee’s
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BNCW’s October Board of Directors Meeting

n October 17, 2018, 7:00am to 9:00am
Building North Central Washington
2201 N. Wenatchee Ave, Wenatchee
Chairman: Lee Pfluger
The Board of Directors is the policy-making body of the 
Association and is responsible for the business affairs of 
the Corporation according to BNCW’s bylaws.

Our Directors meet the Third Wednesday of each month in 
the boardroom of the BNCW offices.

These meetings begin at 7:00am and are open to any 
BNCW member to attend. If you wish to contact any of 
the officers or directors, please visit the BNCW website for 
their contact information.

BNCW’s October CPR & First Aid Training

n October 17, 2018, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm
Held at Building North Central Washington,
2201 N. Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee
$45/person, includes Continuing Ed credits and is good for 
new and recertification.  
Call BNCW at (509) 293-5840 to Register!

Were you aware that as an employer, unless you are able 
to get an injured employee to medical care within 3-4 
minutes, you are required to have trained and equipped 
employees? This two-hour class will provide attendees 
with their certification.

Our instructor — George Templeton — puts on a great 
class that is enjoyable and informative, too.

Pre-registration Required. Seats are limited to 15 and 
fill-up quickly, so reserve your spots early! 
You may also register online at BuildingNCW.org.

BNCW EVENTS

(509) 886-4114
Cell 670-2021

Pat Brown
Lic# INDUSCI011L3

101 South Roland
East Wenatchee, WA 98802

Subdivisions  •  Short Plats  •  ALTA Surveys
Boundary  •  Construction  •  Topographical

GPS Survey  •  Mapping  •  Legal Descriptions

15 N. Chelan Ave.    Wenatchee, WA  98801
Tel:  509.663.8660   •   Toll Free:  1.888.767.3743
Fax:  509.663.6278   •   www.nwgsurveys.com

TURNING YOUR

IDEAS INTO REALITY
THROUGH

INNOVATION
INTEGRITY

AND

PERSONAL SERVICE

Voted 2013 BNCW Home Tour PEOPLE’S CHOICE Award

Lic. #EDYCOCC948OGView our photo gallery at www.edyconstruction.com

Ed Gardner   (509) 293-2921
PROUD MEMBER

REMODEls    aDDitiOns    

KitchEns    BathROOMs    

 

Gifts & Womens Fashions

Marcy Collins
Owner

www.collinsfashions.com
2 South Wenatchee Ave.

509-665-7600

We started our insurance department to give our clients more 
options and to better suit their needs. We have done the 
research and found good solid highly rated companies that 
are competitive in every situation. We are able to meet every 
need that we could think of that could possibly arise.
Our advantage is that we are an independent agency. We have the ability to shop 
your rates if the company within our agency that you are insured with happens 
to have a rate increase. You just call us up and ask us to check within our 
agency to see if we can find you a better deal. That phone call is short and easy. 
Velocity Insurance - a division of Augustedge, PLLC

Tricia McCullough
CPA, CMA, EA, FP

- Augustedge is a team that surpasses 
expectations when it comes to taking care 
of our client’s needs; we are your solution 
for success! 

Why choose us?

www.august-edge.com   509-494-8500

By Dan Beardslee, 
BNCW Government 

Affairs Analyst 
One of the core missions 

of BNCW is to promote 
housing affordability. Last 
month my article discussed 
the scope of direct payments 
to government for housing 
construction. It’s not at all 
unusual to find that direct 
payments can be as much as 
20% of the cost of building a 
house. The largest items are 
sales tax and utility hookup 
charges.

The utility hookup fees are 
particularly regressive in that 
the same fees apply to a very 
expensive home as a more 
modest one. Sales taxes are 
arguably regressive as well 
in that the same percentage 
applies to all homes.

There has to be a way to 
make an impact.

So, what if our legislature 
and local jurisdictions wanted 
to address this aspect of 
housing costs? What could 
that look like?

Most of the attempts to 
deal with housing costs to 
date have been little more 
than hand-wringing or 
attempts to subsidize. Maybe 
there is an opportunity 
to make an immediate, 
measurable, and substantial 
impact by addressing the 
government fee component.

The median sales price 
of a home in the greater 
Wenatchee market as 

of August 2018 is around 
$326,000. Let’s start with 
that. Let’s assume that by 
“affordable,” we mean 80% 
of that number or $260,800. 
Let’s further assume that the 
land for a home is $80,000, 
leaving around $181,000 
for construction and all 
other costs. If construction 
runs $150,000, hookup 
fees are $15,000, and sales 
tax is $12,000, and other 
government fees are $4,000 
the budget is spent.

As a rule of thumb a 
modest house can be built for 
around $160 per square foot 
(construction and sales tax), 
so for $162,000, that house 
could have perhaps 1000 
square feet. A modest house 
for sure – but affordable.

But what if the hookup 
fees and sales tax didn’t apply 
to the same house? The 
construction budget then 
would be the full $181,000, 
and the house could have 
over 1100 square feet or 
the equivalent of another 
bedroom. 

Knowing this, how do we 
translate this information 
in to a market-based 
affordability opportunity, 
without government 
subsidies? 

Would it be possible (or 
even legal) for our legislature 
to pass a bill that would 
provide that all new homes 
that close for 80% or less of 
the median sales price in a 

given market would have sales 
tax and hookup fees waived? 
That would certainly provide 
an immediate and substantial 
impact on the supply of 
affordable houses and provide 
a huge incentive to build them.

Of course, lowering 
taxes and fees is generally 
anathema to our legislature 
and most cash-strapped 
local jurisdictions and utility 
providers, so how could 
we make such a proposal 
revenue-neutral? Could the 
sales tax and hook-up fees be 
indexed to the size or price 
of a house? The legislature 
is fond of re-distribution of 
wealth and seems to always 
prefer “progressive” over 
“regressive” tax schemes, so 
maybe that idea could gain 
some traction. 

This obviously just the 
shell of an idea, and the 
details would be complicated 
(including building in 
protections against abuse), but 
to date all the affordability 
initiatives such as inclusionary 
zoning, government subsidies, 
non-profit building, and the 
like have had no substantial 
impact because the scale of 
such initiatives is so small 
when compared to the overall 
housing market, or they are 
just feel-good ideas that don’t 
have much impact at all.

Perhaps a concept such 
as this might have some 
substance. It’s worth thinking 
about, if nothing else.

Government fees – a direct and immediate 
opportunity to address affordable housing

Part Two of Two


